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The Art Gallery of Toronto has organized an exhibition of Picasso's work to focus upon Picasso and 


Man which will open here on January 10, 1964 and go on to the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts. 97 


paintings, 87 drawings, 9 works of sculpture and 78 prints have been assembled from places as remote as 


Leningrad and as close as Rosedale. Our curator, who has arranged the exhibition, has written this for us. 


In 1908 at the time of the banquet which was held in 
Picasso’s tenement studio for him, the painter, Henri 
Rousseau, turned to his younger colleague and made the 
often quoted remark, “We are the greatest artists of our 
time ... you in the Egyptian style and I in the modern”. 
This charming confidence has often been dismissed as 
another example of the Douanier Rousseau’s eccentricity 
rather than as an insight into the work of Picasso. Picasso 
has, however, in the nostalgic spirit of some of his recent 
work, recalled this statement of Rousseau’s in painting 
his wife, the former Jacqueline Roque, with all the char- 
acteristics of an 18th dynasty Egyptian queen. When he 
first met her he must have thought of her in terms of that 
Empire beauty, Nofretete, whose polychrome bust is in 
Berlin, and since he was painting a series of portraits of 
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the cunning, blond Sylvette David he began to see her as 
Jacqueline and the long-necked, delicate Nofretete; one 
of the portraits of Sylvette transformed into an Egyptian 


siren will be seen in the Picasso and Man exhibition. 


But Rousseau’s statement was made forty-six years 
before Picasso was to meet Jacqueline and introduce her 
Egyptian-like features into his work, and there was a 
kernel of truth in it then. One obvious analogy between 
the works of this painter, who had finished the Demoisel- 
les d’ Avignon only the year before, and Egyptian art was 
his tendency to see things conceptually rather than illu- 
sionistically. In other words, as many have said, to paint 
what he knew rather than what he saw, and to paint it 
in its most easily identifiable form. This explains two 


frontal eyes, for example, in a profile of a human head. 


And on a more complicated level it can explain the many 


facets through which he suggested a human being could 
be perceived through space and time in his analytical 
cubist works, to be produced shortly after the Rousseau 


banquet. 


Rousseau could have meant even more in his appar- 
ently enigmatic statement. On the surface of things it 
seems curious to consider one of the most inventive artists 
of the twentieth century to be anything but modern — 
but when one starts to think of Picasso’s work in relation 
to Rousseau’s one realizes the degree to which the spe- 
cific event, the particular anecdote, the exact place which 
would identify Picasso’s work with the twentieth century 
have been eliminated. Even before he painted La Soupe 
(in the collection of Mrs. Harold Crang) in 1902 he was 


seeking timelessness rather than modernity. 


In this small painting from the Blue Period, several 
of these “Egyptian” qualities are apparent. Although the 
child reaching up to her mother for soup could have been 
treated as contemporary genre, the simple background 
and styless cloaks remove the scene from a particular 
environment and their generalized features from a partic- 
ular event. Instead the heavy weariness of the mother and 
the liveliness of the child seem universal — in their clear 
profiles performing a ritual as timeless as anything in 


Egyptian art. 


Picasso has constantly sought the timeless and the 
universal by delving into a strange and remote past. It 
was probably the distance of those echoes of Greece in 
Picasso’s work of 1906, like La Toilette from the 
Albright-Knox Gallery, or of Africa in 1907 and 1908 
like the great Dryad from Leningrad, that suggested to 
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Rousseau that Picasso’s work should be identified with 
the even more ancient civilization of Egypt. And Picasso’s 
imagination has continued to wander through history, 
recently into 17th century Spain by studying Velazquez’s 
Las Meninas, into a 19th century evocation of North 
Africa in his free translations of Delacroix’s Femmes 
d’ Alger (the final version of which is in this exhibition) 
and into an evocation of the work of the sixteenth century 
Venetian, Giorgione, through his studies of Manet’s 
Déjeuner sur l’herbe. It is as if in the suggestion of the 
past — usually an ancient one — Picasso could imply the 
inevitability and the endurance of the characteristics he 


found in man. 


Picasso’s work shares, however, even more essential 
elements in common with the Egyptians. One is the im- 
portance of recording the nature and life of man, even 
giving a humble bow! of soup a ritualistic importance; to 
this, still life and landscape are subordinate. The other 
is a conviction about the vitality of these images of man; 
no matter how unlike the calm order of Egyptian art most 
of the disturbing figures in Picasso’s works may be, they 
share with the Egyptian their creator’s will that, in their 


very animation, they must survive. 


To consider Picasso’s work only as in the “Egyptian 
Style” is obviously to consider it incompletely and to 
ignore the modern emphasis upon anxiety which runs 
through it as a prominent theme. It is like the work of 
the painter who proposed it both penetrating and a little 
cock-eyed. Nevertheless, Rousseau might make an amus- 
ing and enlightening imaginary guide to the exhibition 
which the ancient Egyptians would approve being 
devoted solely to Picasso and Man. J.S.B. 
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WHERE ARE THE GALLERY’S PICTURES? 


On June 30th, 1963 at the end of the Gallery’s acces- 
sion year there were a total of over 3,600 works of art 
in the collection. A visitor to the Gallery will scarcely 
ever see more than one hundred and fifty of these works 
displayed on the Gallery walls at any one time. He may 
well ask: “Where are the other 3,450 works of art in 
the collection?” 


Should it become necessary to show our visitor every 
work in the collection in the shortest possible time, it 
would mean arranging a tour in ever widening circles, 
beginning in the Gallery’s storage areas, then going on to 
some twenty-seven locations in the Metropolitan area, 
followed by a visit to other cities in Canada, the United 
States and Europe. At any one time we have between 
two and three hundred works of art out on loan; between 
one and two hundred on display and the balance in 
storage. On several occasions, when we have had Open 
House for new members, short tours have been con- 
ducted for small groups through our shipping, packing 
and storage areas to give our members some idea of 
what goes on behind the scenes. 


Our hypothetical visitor of the moment would prob- 
ably first ask to see the more important oil paintings. 
These are kept in numbered compartments in the vault. 
A location card index enables the staff in the curatorial 
department to furnish on request information about the 
location of any painting. Framed water colours, draw- 
ings and prints are stored ir? similar numbered compart- 
ments in a different area. Unframed drawings and prints 
are matted and stored flat in solander boxes. Sculpture 
also has its own storage arrangement. Occasionally older 
paintings in the collection, or those suffering some 


James Simpson and Ernest Wilton, of the Gallery’s mainten- 
ance staff store Augustus John’s Portrait of A Lady in Black 
in the vault. 


damage, must spend a week or two in the conservation 
department where they will be strengthened by relining 
or reinvigorated through cleaning. 


Loans in Metropolitan Toronto are almost entirely 
restricted to municipal offices, foyers and waiting rooms, 
to which the public on business has access. Loans in this 
category have to be restricted to works of art less fre- 
quently needed for exhibition in the Gallery or for loan 
to other Galleries. If private companies and institutions 
were permitted to borrow works of art, the Gallery, even 
with its sizable collection, could not possibly carry on its 
present programme of changing exhibitions or fill the 
requests received from other Galleries. 


As our collection increases in range we find requests 
for loans becoming more numerous. At the time of writ- 
ing there are important works on loan to The Vancouver 
Art Gallery, The Carnegie Institute, Pittsburgh, The 
Tate Gallery, London, and the Louvre, Paris. One modern 
American work from the collection forms part of an ex- 
hibition circulating in the following European centres: 
Amsterdam, Turin, Brussels, Basel, Vienna and London. 
Last year we made important loans to Bordeaux, Cologne, 
Haarlem, and Seattle. 


The storage of about ninety percent of the collection 
is not necessarily a deplorable state of affairs and makes 
possible a wider choice, selectivity, and specialization in 
the Gallery’s display of its own possessions. It makes 
possible also a more extensive programme of granting 
and requesting loans. It would be desirable, however, if 
the storage were larger so that the collection could be 
more agreeably accessible to the interested visitor. 

C. McF. 


OuR NEW 
MILLET 


MILLET, JEAN-FRANCOIS 

FRENCH, 1814-75 

PORTRAIT OF LOUISE JUMELIN 
Oil on canvas, 2632 x 1934 

Collection The Art Gallery of Toronto 
Purchase, 1963 


Living as we do in an age when sentiment is suspect, Jean-Frangois Millet’s frequent use of picturesque subjects has 
blinded us to many of his good qualities. For his sure grasp of the essential of a character or a gesture, for his sense of the 
beauty of abstract relationships of form, as well as for his influence on the generation of artists which succeeded his own 
— from Pissarro and Gauguin to Van Gogh and Seurat — his work merits a more thorough appreciation. The Art Gallery 
of Toronto’s recent purchase of his Portrait of Louise Jumelin comes at a time when his true importance is just beginning 
to be realized. 


Millet was of peasant stock. About a year after he began formal study for a painting career in the City of Cherbourg 
near his village home on the Normandy coast, news of his father’s illness forced him to return home. A short time later, 
on the eve of his father’s death, he painted our portrait of his paternal grandmother, Louise Jumelin. He was just twenty-one. 


The harsh realism of this work may surprise those more familiar with the romantic aspect and generalized forms of 
such later paintings as The Angelus. Triumphing over his inexperience with oils is a precocious skill in draughtsmanship 
and composition used here to bring out his grandmother’s character without flattery or sentimental overtones. Her rigid 
frontal pose, her intense gaze, the strong contours of her face, re-inforced by their repetition in the shape of her coiffe, sug- 
gest her tenacity and her unyielding moral sense. Had it not been for her resolve, Millet might never have become a 
painter. 


Knowing what hardships the rest of the family would have to face without the support of her oldest grandson, she 
nevertheless insisted that he continue his studies. In the spring of the following year he returned to Cherbourg, then 
completed his training in Paris where he met Diaz and Theodore Rousseau, his future associates at Barbizon. R.S. 


The Changing Scene 


“Painting and millinery are the leading adult recrea- 
tions today” according to a recreation director in Metro- 
politan Toronto. The validity of this statement is sup- 
ported by the number of adults attending painting 
classes conducted by school boards and recreation de- 
partments. In addition to privately organized classes, 
such as those of the Artists’ Workshop, there are more 
than 80 painting classes for adults in the Metropolitan 
area. This is a great advance from 1949 when the Gallery 
started its classes. 


With painting classes now established, the Gallery this 
year considered that it was time to introduce another 
new element. Our new classes, 20th Century Painting 
Ideas and Art Materials and Techniques for Painters, 
involve original ideas in the study of works in the Gal- 


lery’s collection and application of this study to the 
students’ paintings. In addition to a greater appreciation 
of art movements and of individual works of art, these 
classes are designed to give the participants a firmer 
basis for considering their own paintings. Thus the 
special facilities of the Gallery — the collection and the 
loan exhibitions — become the basis for a deeper under- 
standing of the processes of creation of a work of art. 
N.R. 
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